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Women and Simchat Beit Hashoevah 
The secret of the Otherworldly Happiness during the Water Sacrifices of Sukkoth  

By Rebbetzin Chana Bracha Siegelbaum 

 

 

The Custom Pearl Necklace  

Let me begin with a parable: Sarah who is almost five has her eye on a $1.99 

custom made pearl-necklace. She counts her pennies and saves up; when she 

finally is able afford buying this necklace, she is so excited. She wears her new 

necklace day and night and it makes her feel big and special. Every night after 

the bed-time story her father asks her “do you love me?” “Of course I do,” 

“Then give me your pearls.” “Oh, Daddy, not my pearls! You can have 

princess, the white horse from my collection, the one with the pink tail. 

Remember, Daddy? The one you gave me. She‟s my very favorite.” “That‟s 

okay, Honey, Daddy loves you. Good night.” As always, he brushes her 

cheek with a gentle kiss.  

 

Exchanging the Cheap for Genuine Treasures 

About a week later when her Daddy comes in, Sarah is sitting on her bed with her chin trembling and 

one silent tear rolling down her cheek. “What‟s the matter Sarah?” Sarah doesn‟t say anything but lifts 

her little hand up to her father. When she opens it, there is her precious pearl necklace. With a little 

quiver, she finally says, “Here, Daddy, this is for you.” With tears gathering in his own eyes, Sarah‟s 

father reaches out with one hand to take the dime store necklace, and with the other hand he reaches into 

his pocket and pulls out a blue velvet case with a strand of genuine pearls and gives them to Sarah. He 

had them the whole time ready for her. He was only waiting for her to give up the dime-store stuff so he 

could give her the genuine treasure. So it is, with our Heavenly Father. He is waiting for us to give up 

the cheap things in our lives so that He can give us beautiful treasures.  

 

Simchat Beit Hashoevah – the Divine Treasure  

Simchat Beit Hashoevah is such a Divine treasure as it states: “He who has not seen the rejoicing at the 

place of the water drawing has never seen rejoicing in his life. Following the first day of the holiday 

they would go down to the women‟s courtyard and rectify a great rectification...” (Babylonian Talmud, 

Sukkah 51a). 

 

Why was Simchat Beit Hashoevah the greatest joy ever? What is this great happiness connected 

specifically with water? Why did the water sacrifices take place in the women‟s courtyard and what is the 

great rectification done through Simchat Beit Hashoevah? 
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Water Brings us to the Core 

Water is the pure eternal substance, preceding even creation. Its purity is beyond time. When the earth was 

destroyed during the flood, the water remained. Water is compared to teshuvah, (Bereishit Rabah 2:4), as it 

states: “Pour out your heart like water” (Eichah 2:19). After Yom Kippur when we returned in complete 

teshuvah to G-d, and have liberated ourselves from our evil inclination, we pour water on the altar with 

complete exhilaration. This ritual brings us to the core of life, since 75 % of our being consists of water. As 

everything rises with the water, we now cleave to our root – the Life of the Universe, realizing that 

everything is from G-d – we have nothing of our own.   

 

Unconditional Love 

Water is a symbol of unconditional love. It is totally pure and simple in itself. Water embodies the great 

love Hashem showers upon us, every moment of the day. Although wine can become impure by contact 

with gentiles, water remains eternally pure for all mankind. It requires no effort in planting, reaping, 

processing, or purifying. Hashem accepts the water sacrifice, the same way He accepts the wine sacrifice, 

which does require all the processes of preparation. Since G-d‟s love for us is unconditional, both wine and 

water are equal in His eyes.   

 

Water & Relationship with Hashem 

The connection between G-d and humanity is highlighted through the water with which G-d blesses the 

earth in response to our actions. G-d willed it that humanity complete and perfect creation by causing the 

water to flow. “Every plant of the field was not yet in the earth, and every herb of the field had not yet 

grown: for the Eternal G-d had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no man to till the ground” 

(Bereishit 2:5). Rashi explains that the reason G-d had not yet brought down the rain, is because [hu]man 

was not yet created to awaken the rain with his prayer.  

 

Water Responds to Music and Prayer 

“On the festival [of Sukkoth] there is judgment over water...Why did the Torah say to pour water on the 

festival [of Sukkoth]? The Holy One said, pour before me water on the holiday [of Sukkoth] in order that 

the rain of the year will be blessed” (Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashana 16a). Why do the water sacrifices 

on Sukkoth cause the rain of the entire year to be blessed? The Japanese Dr. Masaru Emoto found that 

water responds to music, words and prayer. Water crystals are formed in correlation with the energy and 

consciousness transmitted to the water (http://www.life-enthusiast.com/twilight/research_emoto.htm). 

Perhaps this explains how the utter exhilaration during the water libations of Simchat Beith Hashoevah 

would effect the flow of water for the entire year.   

 

Separating between the Male (Upper) and Female (Lower) Water 

When Hashem originally separated the lower waters from the upper waters, the lower waters were crying 

because they had to be restrained and held back to the murmuring depths. Hashem, thereupon, promised 

them that through the sacrifices they would again become united with the upper waters (Bereishit Rabah 

5:4). The separation between the upper and lower waters was the separation between male and female. This 
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separation was only temporary, for at the water libation male and female is reunited as it states: “There is 

no drop that descends from above without the land rising towards it with double drops. What is the 

reason? „Deep calls to deep at the noise of your funnels etc.‟ (Tehillim 42:8). Rabbi Levi said, the upper 

waters are male and the lower waters are female and these say to these, receive us, you are the creations 

of G-d and we are his messengers. They immediately receive them, as it states (Yesha’yahu 45:8), 

„Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness; let the earth open,‟ – like a 

female who opens for the male. „And let them bring forth salvation‟ – they are fruitful and multiply „and 

let righteousness spring up also‟ – this is the falling of rain. „I am Hashem I created it‟ – for the sake of 

rectifying and inhabiting the world. (Bereishit Rabah 13:13) 

 

Unifying Man and Women through Water 

There is no greater happiness than the reunion of male and female after a long period of separation and 

restraint. This is the ultimate return to Hashem, the root of creation. It is interesting that it is specifically 

through the purifying waters of the mikveh, that husband and wife become reunited after the period of 

separation. Furthermore, it was at the well of living waters that many of the soul-mates of the Bible met. 

 

Beyond the Boundaries of Creation 

The union of male and female through the water- sacrifices extends to unify all opposites, such as water and 

fire. These two opposite substances are united in natural salt water. This union of divisions takes place at 

the Festival of Sukkoth, whose essence is the unification of all Israel in spite of their differences and 

contradictory elements. Shaking of the Lulav on Sukkoth embodies the unification of the different kinds of 

Jews represented in the four different parts of the Lulav. At the water-sacrifices there is a union of 

opposites: The waters from above meet the water from below, in a kiss so pleasant that no greater joy exists. 

This union dissolves the boundaries of separations, which occurred at Creation.   

 

Unifying All Opposites through the Water Sacrifices 

 When G-d created the world, He had to constrain His own presence, so to speak, for the sake of the 

creation of the world. This constraint is called the tzimtzum. The creation process entails numerous 

separations like the separation of the light from darkness, and the separation of water from dry land. 

Specifically through water, which mysteriously existed at a primal stage of creation, it is possible to 

penetrate the tzimtzum and connect with the essence of G-d – the root of all existence. When we unify the 

opposite elements in creation, through the water sacrifices, we are able to reach beyond the tzimtzum – all 

the separations of Creation, and reach the original realm of Hashem from before Creation, wherein all 

contradictions are united. It is the reunification of opposites which enables us to rise beyond the tzimtzum. 

Opposites are only in the realm of our existence, but in the realm of G-d everything is unified. 

 

The Ultimate Rise of Women with the Restrained Water  

The reality that the female waters were held back and restrained fits in with women‟s position in Jewish 

life. We women have to hold back our potential to a certain degree for the sake of the family. However, this 

restraint is not forever endless. Just as the lower waters were promised they would rise with the sacrifices, 
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there will come a day when the diminished moon will grow to become the size of the sun (Yesha’yahu 

30:26). At the time of redemption, when we will draw water out of the wells of salvation (Yesha’yahu 

12:3), then women, who are compared to the moon, will rise to their full potential. Therefore, it is not by 

chance that the Court of the Women was chosen as the place for celebrating Simchat Beith Hashoevah. 

There the female (lower) waters were allowed to be drawn out and fully express themselves.   

 

Woman’s Sukkah Dance is like Pouring Waters on the Altar of Redemption 

When we women celebrate Simchat Beit Hashoevah, through Torah music and dance for women only, we 

express the beginning of this redemption process, as we emerge from our restraint for the sake of the 

mitzvah of Simchat Beit Hashoevah. Although the Temple is yet to be rebuilt and the water sacrifices to be 

reinstated, our joyous music and dancing is more than just a memorial to what once was and a practice for 

what will be. Our joyous celebrations are part of the redemption process of the lower waters beginning to 

rise, and therefore every step of our dance is a step on the way to pouring the waters of jubilation on the 

altar in the Temple, and celebrating our deepest connection with Hashem.   

 

The Greatest Gift of Sharing Love, Unifies the Upper and Lower Waters 

Simchat Beit Hashoevah is the greatest and most joyful gift ever. Since it is the simplest most essential 

substance, the water sacrifices demonstrate that we have absolutely no attachments to anything in the 

world, except Hashem. “Vanity of vanities all is vanity” (Koheleth 1:2). Hence, we are not trying to 

prove our self-worth by bringing animal and wine sacrifices, which require proper preparation and 

financial means. We have even detached ourselves from our individual Torah knowledge and wisdom, 

as we stand like naked before Hashem. We all experience total equality, when stripping off our outer 

layers of selves. Then we are in total tune with our inner common core consisting mainly of the primal 

substance of water. We are the receivers of the greatest gifts, when we share love and touch others as in 

the unification of the upper and the lower waters during Simchat Beit Hashoevah.  

 

About Us 

Rebbetzin Chana Bracha Siegelbaum 

Rebbetzin Chana Bracha Siegelbaum, a native of Denmark, is Founder and 

Director of Midreshet B’erot Bat Ayin. She holds a Bachelor of Education in Bible 

and Jewish Philosophy from Michlala Jerusalem College for Women, and a 

Masters of Art in Jewish History from Touro College. Chana Bracha also began 

her practice as a spiritual healer through Emuna, tefila and energy work.  

For more than two decades Chana Bracha has taught Bible studies with special emphasis on 

women's issues in Israel and the United States. She creates curricula emphasizing women's spiritual 

empowerment through traditional Torah values. Midreshet B’erot Bat Ayin located in the Judean 

Hills of Israel offers a unique program to women of all ages and backgrounds to learn in a holistic 
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Torah study environment that nurtures the mind, body and soul. Intensive textual study of Tanach, 

Halacha and Chassidut are woven together with creative spiritual expression, and connection with 

the land of Israel through organic gardening, herbology, Jewish sources of healing and sustainable 

living. Classes in Jewish mysticism, Chassidism and Jewish meditation are directed at the spiritual 

thirst so prominent in our times. 

In 2010 Rebbetzin Chana Bracha published her first book, Women at the Crossroads: A Woman’s 

Perspective on the Weekly Torah Portion.  

Chana Bracha has a married son and several granddaughters. She lives with her husband and 

younger son on the land of the Judean hills, Israel. 

 

If you are interested in: 

Midreshet B’erot Bat Ayin contact info@berotbatayin.org or in Spiritual Healing with Rebbetzin 

Chana Bracha, please contact her at director@berotbatayin.org or visit her blog: 

http://rebbetzinchanabracha.blogspot.com/2010/11/emunah-healing-for-women.html 

 

Midreshet B’erot Bat Ayin – Holistic Torah Study for Women on the Land of Israel 

At Midreshet B'erot Bat Ayin, we weave together Torah studies with creative spiritual expression, 

connecting with the Land of Israel, and healthy, organic lifestyles. In the heart of the Judean Hills, 

with its serene beauty, our students experience an approach to Judaism that bridges mind, body and 

soul. Midreshet B‟erot Bat Ayin is designed as a micro-community within the Village of Bat Ayin 

where women of all ages and backgrounds engage in intense Torah learning as part of an integrated, 

participatory approach to Torah living. 

 

Come Learn With Us!  

Beginner and advanced levels are offered for women of all ages and religious backgrounds. 

Whether your interest in Judaism has recently been ignited, or you are seeking a wider perspective, 

Midreshet B‟erot Bat Ayin offers the opportunity to improve your learning skills while 

strengthening your commitment to Judaism within the parameters of Halachah – all while engaging 

your inner creative spirituality, working the Land, and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Support Our School! 

You have the unique opportunity to help us continue to build and amplify the light of Torah on the 

Land of Israel. With your help we can increase our ability to provide women an extraordinary Torah 

environment where they can build a solid Jewish foundation which will have an impact for 

generations to come. 
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